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In this paper I propose to examine the development of 
these sounds in English, from the Old Germanic, following 
the same order in the analysis that was used in my paper on 
the vowel a (" History of the a-Vowel from Old Germanic to 
Modern English," Transactions, Vol. XII. pp. 68-88).^ After 

1 The following abbreviations have been used : ig., for Indo-Gennanic ; og., 
for Old Germanic ; o., for Gothic ; ON., for Old Norse ; ohg., for Old high 
German; os., for Old Saxon; oe., for Old English; MR, for Middle English ; 
NE., for New English. 
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alluding briefly to the origin of these sounds in og., I shall 
show what became of them in oe. I shall then show the 
origin of the OE. sounds i, e, ie, ea, giving lists of all words 
with these vowels which can be shown to be of og. origin. I 
shall not allude to <^ and ed in this section, because I have 
spoken fully of them in the "«-Vowel." Thirdly, I shall show 
what has become of i, e, ie, ii, ^a, and also of ce, ed, in ne., 
paying attention both to pronunciation and to spelling. Lastly, 
I shall show the origin of the sounds in ne. which are heard 
in kid, tell, hat, fern ; sounds which I indicate by the signs i, 
^, (z, (f. Other signs used to indicate pronunciation are i as 
in eat, a as in ask, ai as in right, ^ as in draw, as in clover, 
^ as in not, u as in true, u as in cook. Here also the origin of 
the NE. letters will be briefly examined. 

In OE. there is some confusion in the orthography. As a 
rule, I have given the more usual spelling, calling attention to 
the variations where they seemed of importance. In one case 
I have departed from this rule. The umlaut of ia, h, has 
been spelled always ie to distinguish it from y, the umlaut of 
0, i(, though in most cases _^ is the more usual spelling for the 
former as well as for the latter. I think this distinction is 
justified by the fact that the umlaut of ^a and eo is not con- 
founded in the later history of the language with the umlaut 
of o, ti, and must therefore have had a somewhat different 
pronunciation. Where a great variety of forms are in use, 
the one that is most correct according to the analogy of the 
language has been chosen. 

Section I. — E and / in OG. 

In the great majority of cases og. e is from ig. a, and og. i 
from IG. i, but in at least one case og. e is from /; this is g. 
vairs, on. oe. wer, L. vir, Skr. vlras ; and there is a consider- 
able group of cases where og. i seems to take the place of 
ig. a, though I have not been able to discover any cause for this 
peculiar development, except where a following nasal causes 
the change. This anomalous / occurs in the following words, 
given here in their oe. forms : clippan, film, firas, fi\ru, hild, 
micel, mid, middangdard, nifol, nigon, scip, sige, spillan, sticel, 
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\ille, \illian, \ridde, wicg, wild, willa, willan, wilnian, wit. 
The related words in other dialects will be found in the list in 
Section II. In determining the og. vowel, a consensus of oe., 
OHG., and ON. is conclusive. The Gothic is here valueless, 
owing to its peculiar vowel-system. Occasionally oe. and on. 
alone may decide, especially if supported by some European 
dialect. 

The cognates are given in the lists in Section II., and are 
therefore omitted in the lists in Section I. 

It will be seen that I cannot find any proof of the correct- 
ness of the older view which regarded all ig. a with raised 
tone as equivalent to og. i, thus making g. the representative 
of the primitive state. But there is also a lack of evidence 
for the more recent view, that regards i from ig. « as a devel- 
opment posterior to the og. period. I do not see how we can 
avoid the assumption of og. i and e, derived from ig. a, though, 
as will appear in the remainder of this section, it is not always 
possible to say why i is used rather than e. 

A. — I. OG. e remains unchanged in oe. in the following 
words. Before labials : drepan, drepe, screpan. Before dentals : 
etan, fetan, fetor, metan, set, cnedan, tredan, weder. Before 
palatals : brecan, free, recan, sprecan, wrecan, bregdan, regn, 
segl, stregdan, trega, \egn, weg, wegan. Before fricatives : nefa, 
swefan, swefen, wefan, cwe^an, e^^a, fe^er, w^er, brest, bres- 
tan, lesan, nesan, nest., sess, Tprescan, ]>rescw/ald, wesan, tvest. 
Before liquids : beran, bere, sceran, spere, teran., "pweran, belgan, 
bellan, cwelan, delfan, dwelan, fela, felkan, fell, helan, help, 
helpan, helm, hwelp, melcan, meltan, selcan, seldan, self, snel, 
spell, stelan, swelgan, swellan, sweltan, teld, teldan, \el, wel. 

2. OG. e becomes i in oe. Here there is usually an / oxj 
in the following syllable. In all these cases we can assume 
OG. i, but the e is more probable. See Section II. A. 3 for 
the evidence. The words are scip, tiber, glig, higora, nifol, 
rift, brim, dim, grim, lim, niman, hilt, spild, and the 2d and 
3d sing. pres. ind. of the 36 strong verbs mentioned in A. i 
above. 

3. OG. e becomes ^0 before r + consonant, before h, often 
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before / + consonant, and before an 0, u, in the following 
syllable. See the details in Section II. C. 

Before r + consonant : b^organ, beorcan, bhrh, bhrht, 
b^orma, beoman, d^orfan, dweorg, Eorcanstan, eorpe, eorl, Eor- 
menric, ^orp, feorr, feorh, georn, georran, hhrd, hiorte, hwiorran, 
hweorfan, c^otfan, s^ordatt, sm^ortan, st^orfan, swiorfan, sw^ord, 
sw^orcan, \^orf, whrc, w^orpan, wiof^, weor^an. 

Before / -|- consonant : ^olh, s^olh, siolf. 

Before h : ^oh,f^ohtan, hw^ohl, s^ox{hs). 

Before consonants followed by 0, u : hdor, m^odo, hw^dSu, 
b^ofor, ^ofor, he'ofon, siofon, g^olu, hior, heorot, sm^oru, sw^ostor, 
meotud. 

Anomalously also in c^ole, hten, g^ond. 

4. OG. e becomes le where we should otherwise expect /<?, 
by umlaut. Before r + consonant : biergan, fiersn, fierst, 
fiergen, hierde, ierre, smierwian, wiersa, wiercan, wter\iani. 
Before //, in Mell ; before hs, in siex. Also in 2d and 3d sing, 
pres. ind. of the strong verbs in 3. 

5. OG. e becomes «V after ^. Cases are gidfan, gi^fa, gUfu, 
gieft, gidld, gieldan, gi^lp, gielpan, gidstrandcsg, gidtan, gidllan. 
This change to id is, however, often omitted, and it is also 
written i and y. 

6. OG. e is lengthened in auslaut to e, when not enclitic. 
E. g. me, \e, he. 

7. OG. e becomes eo in eode, gleow, hneow. I reserve the 
discussion of these cases till I come to speak of oe. eo. 

B. — OG. i. I. When uninfluenced by following sounds, 
OG. i remains i in oe. This occurs in the following words, 
arranged according to the consonants which follow the vowel, 
first, those from ig. /, and then those from IG. a. 

From IG. i are the following (I give the oe. forms) : swip, 
swipa ; biter, hnitu, wit, wlite ; hlid, scrid, widoive ; cwic, gi- 
cel, liccian, nicor, spic, \ic. Tig {Tiu), wig ; clif, lifer, lifian, 
swift, swiftu ; fri<S, griti, hider, hliS, li'S, nilie, ni'Ser, wi^, wi^er ; 
fisc, hrisil, wisnian; flint, gin, hinde, min, sinder, sinu,firen, 
milde. Add to these the preterite plural and passive participle 
of all verbs of Class II. (See Trans., Vol. XIII. p. 72.) 
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From IG. a are the following : clippan ; micel, sticel, sige, 
wigon, wicg ; mid, \ridda ; filSru ; blind, cin, finger, grindel, 
hinde, hlin, Mine, hring, lind, swinsian, \ing, ivind, wintar, 
timber, firas, film, hild, milte, spillan, \ille, wild, willa, wil- 
lan, wilnian. Add to these the following present stems of 
verbs of Class I. a. : biddan, sittan, fricgan, licgan, \icgan; 
and of I. c. : frignan, bindan, bringan, drincan,findan, grinnan, 
grindan, hrindan, cinnan, clingan, critigan, cwincan, linnan, 
rinnan, simian, singan, sincan, scrincan, slingan, slincan, 
spinnan, springan, stingan, stinean, swindan, swingan, swin- 
can, \ingan, \indan, \rindan, \ringan, tingan, windan, winnan, 
wringan ; grimman, hlimman, hrimpan, climban, crimman, 
limpan, swimman. 

2. OG. i becomes e in five cases specially discussed in Sec- 
tion II. The words are, ed ; begen, twegen ; nest ; wer. 

3. OG. i becomes eo before r + consonant : b^orc, liornian, 
m^ord, weornian ; before I -\- consonant : indole, s^olc, sMfor ; 
before h : w^oh,f^ohan {feon),fr^ohan {freon}. 

4. I find no cases of ie or 2/ for og. i. 

5. OG. ? becomes eo in seowjan, f eon, freon. I will reserve 
the discussion of these till I come to speak of oe. eo. 

Section II. 

A. — OE. i. This sound takes the place, (i.) of OG. /, ig. i ; 
(2.) of OG. /, IG. a ; (3.) of OG. e, IG. a. 

I. OE. i — OG. i = IG. i. 

Here belong all preterite plurals and past participles of og. 
strong verbs of Class II., of which a list is given in the Trans- 
actions, Vol. XIII. p. 72, and also, 

biter, on. bitr, ohg. bittar [g. baitrs] : cp. Skr. bhid; Fick, 210. 

clif, ON. klif, OHG. klep, nhg. klippe ; F. 52. 

cwic, ON. kvikr : cp. /St'os, L. vivus ; F. 55. 

firen, on. firn, os. firin, g. fairins ; F. 175 [cp. L. per?]. 

fisc, G. fisks, L. piscis; F. 186. 

flint, Swedish flinta, ohg. flins : cp. ■rrXiv6o<s; F. 194. 

friS m., friSu/., on. friSr, ohg. fridu, Skr. pri; F. 190. 

gicel, on. jokuU : cp. Lithuanian izas, ue; F, 31. 
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gin, ON. gin : cp. ohg. geinon, and yaivtn ; F. 106. 

griS, ON. griS. No other cognates. F. iii. 

hiSer, g. hidre, L. citra ; F. 74. 

hinder, a hindar j and oe. hinderian, on. hindra ; OG. stem hi, ig. 

ki; F. 74. 
hlid, ON. hlid : cp. L. inclinare ; F. 88. 
hliS, ON. hliS : cp. OE. hlid, and kXivo) ; F. 88. 
hnitu, ON. nit, ohg. niz : cp. Lettish gnidas, koviS- ; F. 81, Schade 

410. 
hrisil : cp. g. hrisjan, ON. hrist, and oe. hrisian; Grein 2. iio. 
liccian, ohg. lecceon ; but cp. o. laigon, O. Bulg. liza, L. lingere, 

Xei'^oj, Skr. lih ; F. 269, Schade 531. 
lis, g. lifus : cp. OE. lipan and L. litare; F. 270. 
lifer, ON. lift, ohg. libara ; F. 271. 
lifian, ON. lifa : cp. dXeLKfuo, Skr. lip ; F. 271. 
milde, on. mildr : cp. Slavic mil ; Schade 609, F. 235. 
min : cp. on. minnr, g. mins, L. minor ; F. 239. 
nicor, on. nikr, nhg. nix; F. 163. 

niSe and niSan, on. nefan, ohg. nidana, Skr. ni: F. 162. 
niSer, on. niSr, Skr. nitaram; F. 162. 

scrid and scriSe, on. skriSr, ohg. scrit : cp. oe. scridan ; F. 339. 
sinder, on. sindr: cp. Skr. sindhu ; F. 322. 
sinu, ON. sin, ohg. senawa, Skr. snava = *sinava ; F. 321. 
spic, ON. spik: cp. Skr. sphikj F. 355, Schade 850. 
Tiu and Tig, ohg. Zio, on. Tyr : cp. Ato?, Skr. div; Schade 1291, 

F. 122. OE. also in Tiwesdgeg. 
tin, ON. tin, ohg. zin; Schade 1263, F. 121. 
fie, ON. fikkr, ohg. dikki, O. Irish tiug; F. 133. 
wis, ON. viS ; cp. Skr. vi ; F. 304. 

wiSer, on. viSr, g. vifra; from wiS ; F. 304, Schade 1138. 
widowe and widwe, G. viduvo, Skr. vidhava ; F. 305. 
wig and wih, see w6oh. 
-wisnian, on. part, wisinn, ohg. wesanen; cp. on. visna and oe. 

wis, Skr. vish ; F. 306. 
wit, ON. G. vit : cp. ON. ver, g. veis ; F. 304. 
wlite, ON. litr, g. vlits : cp. oe. wlitan II. ; F. 310. 
To these may be added szvi/l, swiftu and swip, swipa, on. 
svifta, svipr, from on. svtpa II. All Germanic derivatives 
are from an i root ; but cp. o-o/3o9, ao^kw, L. supare, O. Bulg. 
supa. F. 365 f. 
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2, OE. i = OG. i = IG. a. 

Here belong all verbs of Class I. with a nasal -\- consonant 
in the final of the root ; e. g. bindan, swivtman, frignan ; and 
also verbs with -ja as thematic vowel, biddan, licgan, sittan, 
\icgan. It is regular in Germanic before nasals and frequent 
before -ja. In the following list, I have divided the nasals 
from the other cases. 

blind, ON. blindr, ohg. blint : cp. Lithuan. blestis and oe. blandan, 

v.; F. 221. 
cin, ON. kinn, g. kinnus, ohg. kinni : cp. yen;?, Skr. hanu ; F. 46. 
finger, on. fingr, g. figgrs, from OG. fanhan, oe. fon ; F. 185. 
grindel, ohg. grintil, ON. grind : cp. O. Bulgar. grgdu ; F. iii. 
hinde, on. hind, ohg. hinta : cp. g. hinfan, handus ; F. 61. 
hlin, OHG. lin, on. hlynr : cp. Russian klenu ; F. 90. 
hlinc, ON. hlikkr : cp. O. Bulgar. po-klgk-nati. 
hrin^ and hringan, on. hringja : cp. on. hrang, Skr. kark ; F. 82. 
lind, ON. lind, ohg. linta : cp. oe. linnan, I. c. ; F. 264. 
swinsian, isolated in Germ. : cp. L. sono, Skr. svan ; F. 361. 
timber, on. timbr: cp. G. timrjan and hi^w, F. 117. 
fing, ON. J)ing, ohg. ding : cp. Lithuan. tenkti ; F. 1 34. 
wind, ON. vindr, L. ventus, Skr. vata ; F. 2 79. 
wintar, g. vintrus, on. vetr; Schade 1165, F. 284. 

The following -i and -ja stems have i in og. for IG. a ; but 
cases of e in og. for ig. a under similar conditions also occur. 
See II. A. 3. 

clippan, ON. klippa : cp. ohg. chluppa, on. klappa, Lithuan. ap 

gleb-ti, glob-ti ; F. 51. 
film, filmen, O. Frisian filmene : cp. ireX/ia ; F. 181. 
fiiJru, ON. fifri, from oe. feSer, on. fj68r ; F. 172. 
firas (floras, fieras, fyras), on. firar, ohg. firihi : cp. g. fairhus, oe. 

f^orh; F. 188. 
hild, ON. hildr, ohg. Hildi- andhiltja/. ; F. 71. 
micel, ON. mikill, G. mikils : cp. on. mjok and fniya ; F. 226. 
mid, middang^ard, on. miSr, miSgarSr, G. midja-, midjungards : cp. 

milte, on. milti, ohg. milzi, from oe. meltan, I. c. ; F. 236. 
sige, sigor, g. sigis, on. sigr. ohg. sigi, Skr. sahas; F. 315. 
nigon, ON. niu, g. niun, Lithuan. dewyni, Lettish dewini ; F. 163, 
Schade, 653. 



I40 B. IV. Wells, [1883. 

spillan, spildan, on. spilla, ohg. spildan, os. spildjan : cp. ohg. spal- 

tan, V. ; F. 354. 
sticel, ON. stikills, g. stikls, ohg. stechal : cp. os. stekan, I. a. ; F. 343. 
fille, fillian, on. pilja n. and v., ohg. dilla, dillon : cp. Lithuan. tile, 

Skr. tala; F. 137. 
fridda, G. fridjan-, Lithuan. treczas, Aeolic repros, L. tertius, Skr. 

trtiya; F. 141. 
wicg, ON. wigg, from wegan, I. a. ; F. 282. 
wild, OHG. wildi, ON. wildr, G. vilfeis ; F. 296. 
willa, willan, G. vilja, viljan, on. vili, vilja, OHG. willjo, willan : cp. 

^ovkrj, jSovXonai = ySouXjo/iai, O. Bulgar. wolja ; F. 296, Schade, 

1158. 
wilnian, on. vilnask, from the preceding ; F. 297. 

3. OE. i = OG. ^ = IG. a. 

It is possible to assume og. / in every case, but e is more 
probable. Nearly all the list are -i or -j'a stems. Add to 
these the 2d and 3d pres. ind. sing, of verbs of Class I.' which 
have e in the infinitive and other present forms. 

brim, on. brim ; but cp. ohg. breraan, L. fremo ; F. 216. 

dim, on. dimmr, ohg. timber : cp. ohg. demar, L. tenebrae ; F. 148. 

glig, gliv, and also gleow, on. gly : cp. x^^^> OG. *glevja; F. 113. 

grim, on. grimmr : cp. ON. gremja ; F. no. 

higora, ohg. hehora, on. hegri : cp. Skr. cakravaka ; F. 58. 

hilt, on. hjalt, ohg. helza, L gladius ; F. 72. 

lim, on. limr: cp. lemian ; F. 267. 

nifol, ON. nifl, ohg. nebul : cp. vi4>fkq, L. nebula. Only trace of 

an i stem in Lithuan. debesi- ; F. 166. 
niman, on. nema, ohg. neman, I. b. ; F. 160. 
ript, on. ript, ripti : cp. ohg. refta, on. rept ; F. 254. 
scip, ON. skip, OHG. scef and scif : cp. o-Ka<^os. No trace of an 

i stem ; F. 336, Schade 792. 
spild, ON. spjall, ME. speld from'spaldan V. ; F. 354. 
tiber, on. tapr, ohg. zebar, L. daps ; Schade 1234, F. 117. 

4. OE. i is used exceptionally for t in bliss = blt'Ss, F. 222, 
and often for y where the error is only graphic. Here, too, 
may be mentioned o^.JifMde, ohg. vlvaltrd, os. vivoldara, on. 

Jifrildi, F. 182, Schade 193, where the / is a reduplication of 
the initial sounds of the stem. The i is certainly long in 
OHG. ; in the other dialects it is probably short. 
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B. — OE. e is produced (i.) from og. a by umlaut ; (2.) from 
OG. e ; (3.) exceptionally from og. i, and perhaps from og. ai. 

1 . This has been fully treated in my article on the " a- 
Vowel," in Vol. XII. p. 78, of the Transactions. I have to 
add to the list there given the following words : — 

dencgan, on. dengja, mhg. tengelen : op. ohg. tangol ; F. 144. 

endjan, on. enda, os. endjan : F. 1 7. 

fetian, from oe. faet, on. fata : cp. on. feta I. a. : F. 171. 

haled, os. helid : cp. on. hair, oe. haele ; F. 69. 

hergian, on. herja, ohg. harjon; F. 65. 

leccan, ohg. lechan, on. leka I. a. ; F. 261. 

We have also e for OG. a in the prefix and in the particle 
ge, G. ga dindja-h, ohg. ga, jd. Here the change is due to 
lack of accent. 

2. OE. e = OG. e = iG. a. 

This is the regular development of og. e when not under 
consonant influence ; see i and e'o. Section II. A, C. Occa- 
sionally e appears as «'/ after g, c, sc, and this ?/ is often written 
y. Under this head belong all verbs with e in Class I., and 
also the following words, none of which are -i or -j'a stems. 

bere, on. berr, ohg. bero, L. ferus ; F. 204. 

brest, on. brestr, ohg. bresta ; F. 2 1 7. Cp. pXaxn-avm. 

drape, on. drep, mhg. tref : cp. drepan, I. a. ; F. 153. 

eSSa, g. aiffau, on. eSa, ohg. eddo ; F. 4. 

faSar, ohg. fedara, on. fjoSr: cp. Trrepov ; F. 172. 

fala, ON. fjol-, G. filu, OHG. filu : cp. iroXvs; F. 179. 

fall, ON. fell-, G. fiUa-, ohg. fel : cp. iriXXa; F. 181. 

fetor, ON. fjotur, os. fataras (pi.) : cp. Te'Sj;; F. 171. 

free, G. friks, on. frekr, ohg. freh : cp. <nrapy^; F. 192. 

helm, G. hilms, on. hjalmr, ohg. halm, O. Bulg. calma ; F. 69. 

help. ON. hjalp, os. helpa, ohg. helfa; Schade, 396, F. 73. 

hwalp, ON. hvelpr, ohg. welf ; F. 95. 

nefa, on. nefi, ohg. nefo : cp. L. napos : Schade 643, F. 165. 

nest, ON. nest, ohg. nest: cp. voo-roi ; F. 162. 

ragr and ran, g. rign, on. regn, ohg. regan ; F. 259. 

segl, segelian, on. sagl, sigla, ohg. segal; F. 316; but see Schade 

748. From L. sagulum? 
seldan, on. sjaldan, ohg. seltan ; F. 329. 
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self, ON. sjalfr, g. silban-, ohg. selb; F. 329. 

sess, sessian, on. sess, sessa, from sittan, I. a. : cp. L. obsessa, F. 31 7. 

set, ON. set, OHG. sez : cp. g. sit-las, from sittan, I. a.; F. 317. 

snel, ON. snjallr, ohg. snel ; Schade 837, F. 351. 

spell, ON. spjall, G. spill, ohg. spel; F. 355. 

spere, on. spjor, ohg. sper, L. spams; F. 353. 

swefen, on. svefn, L. somnus ; F. 361. 

teld, ON. tjald, ohg. zelt : cp. Sc'Xtos; F. 120. 

trega, on. tregi : cp. G. trigon-, Skr. dragh ; F. 125. 

pegn, on. JJegn, ohg. degan : cp. reKvov ; F. 129. 

pel, on. fil, OHG. dil : cp. O. Bulg. tilo, Skr. tala, and oe. pille ; F. 

137, Skeat, Etym. Diet. 636 {thill'), on. and ohg. are probably 

-fa stems, oe. an -a stem, 
prescw^ald, on. freskoldr, from frescan, I. c. ; F. 140. 
weder, on. veSr, ohg. wetar, O. Bulg. vedru ; F. 307. 
wet5er, on. veSr, ohg. widar, g. vifrus, Skr. vatsara ; F. 307. 
weg, ON. vegr, g. vigs, ohg. weg, L. via, from wegan, I. a. ; F. 282. 
wel, ON. vel, ohg. wela, L. vel ; F. 296. 
west, ON. vest : cp. ohg. westan and L. Vesta, Gr. 'Ecma ; F. 300. 

3. OE. e is employed occasionally in MSS. for i, e. g. weg 
for wig; and for y, e.g. efese, senn, for yfes, g. ubizva, synn, 
G. sunja ; and for ea, e.g. brerd for brc'ard, org. prart (not 
ON. broddr). oe. e also occurs exceptionally in three cases for 
IG. i, and twice for ai., where the i has become g and the a 
been changed to e. These cases are : — 

ed, G. id-, ON. id-, ohg. ita, os. id ; F. 36. Only in unaccented 

syllables : cp. ge-, ge, from og. ga. 
nest, OHG. nest, L. nidus. Skr. nida, Lithuan. lizdas. Not to be 

confused with nest (2) ; F. 162, Schade 646. 
wer, weruld, on. ver, verold, G. vair, L vir, Skr. viras ; F. 306. 
begen, g. bai, on. beggja, gen. ; F. 196 ; cp. L. ambo, Skr. ubha. 
twegen, G. tvai, on. tveir, ohg. zwene ; F. 126. L. duo, Skr. dva. 

C. — OE. do is the regular representative of e and i before 
r 4- consonant and h. It is frequent, though not regular, be- 
fore / + consonant, though never found before Id or //. It is 
also caused by a dark vowel {p, u) in the following syllable. 
In other cases it is doubtful if we should not write eo. The 
words in question are eode, gleow, hneow, where I have de- 
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termined on eo for reasons which will better appear under 
that sound, and ceole, eoten, and g^ond, which I have placed 
here. 

Here belong the verbs with eo of Class I. c, and also the 
following words, arranged according to the final consonants of 
the stem. The words not otherwise noted are from OG. e, ig. 
a ; when an i root occurs it is noted by a f prefixed. 

1. Before r + consonant : — 

fb^orc, ON. bjork, ohg. birka : cp. Lettish berzas; F. 211. 

b^orcan, on. berkja : F. 206. 

b^orh, ON. bjarg, ohg. berg ; F. 206 : cp. Skr. barh. 

b^orht, G. bairhts, ohg. beraht : cp. Skr. bhra? ; F. 206. 

beorma ; cp. mhg. barm, L. fermentum ; F. 205. 

dw^org, ON. dvergr, ohg. twerg; F. 155. 

^orcanstan, on. jarkna, G. airkni, ohg. erchan ; F. 37. 

^orpe, g. airjja-, ohg. erde ; F. 23. 

6orl, ON. jarl, ohg. erl ; F. 26. 

Eormenric, on. jormuni, g airmana- : cp. L. armentum ; F. 23. 

^orp and 6arp, on. jarpr, ohg. erpf ; F. 37. 

f^orr, G. fairra, ohg. ferro, on. fiarri ; Schade 185. 

f^orh, G. fairhvus, on. fjor, ohg. ferah ; F. 188. 

georn, g^ornian, g. gairns, gairnjan, on. gjarn, ohg. gern ; F. loi. 

heord, g. hairda, on. hjord, ohg. herta ; F. 79. 

heorte, G. hairtan-, ohg. herza, on. hjarta ; F. 79. 

tMornian, ohg. lirnan, O. Frisian lima: cp. c..\?i\% (^pret. pres^ ; 

F. 271. 
t m^ord, G. misdo, os. meda, ohg. miata ; Schade 607, F. 240. 
sm^ortan, ohg. smerzan : cp. L. merda, a-^iEpSi'o?; F. 357. 
sw6ord, ON. sverS, ohg. swert ; F. 366. 
ptorf, ON. pjarfr, ohg. derb ; F. 137. 
w6orc, ON. verk, ohg. werah ; F. 293. 

t w^ornian, ohg. wesanen, on. visinn {part.) : cp. Skr. visha ; F. 306. 
w6or]), ON. verSr, g. vair})s, ohg. wert ; F. 290. 

2. Before / + consonant : — 

6olh, ON. elgr, ohg. elaho ; F. 28. 

t m^olc, g. miluks, on. mjolk, ohg. miluh, from melcan, I. c. ; F. 236. 

s6olh, ON. selr, ohg. selah : cp. <ri\axos ; F. 328. 

t s6olc, ON. silki, OHG. silicho ; Schade 764. Cp. L. sericum, ^^pt's. 
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t s^olfor, ON. silfr, g. silubr, ohg. silabar ; F. 323. 

s^olf 3«(/ self, silf, sylf, on. sjalfr, g. silban-, ohg. selb; F. 329. 

But exceptions are very numerous ; e. g. helm, help, hwelp, 
seldan, so that no rule can be given for the development of eo 
before /-|- consonant. 

3. Before h there are but few cases ; I know of no excep- 
tions. 

6oh, OS. ehu, on. jor, L. equus, wnros; F. 10. 

t w^oh, wih, weh, os. wih, on. we ; F. 303. 

hw^ohl, hw^ogul, hweol, hweowul, on. hjol, hvel : cp. kvkXos ; F. 94. 

s6ox, slex, G. saihs, on. sex, os. sehs, ohg. sehs : cp. li; F. 328. 

t fi^ohan, Kogan, feon, g. fijan, on. fia. 

t fr^ohan, fr^ogan, freon, G. frijan, on. fria. 

4. Before a consonant {d, 3,/, /, r, st, t) followed by u or 0, 
whether original or the product of svarabhakti in oe. : — 

6odor, OHG. etar, on. jaSar, L. atrium ; F. 37. 

m^odo, ON. mjoSr, ohg. metu, Skr. mathu; F. 242. 

hw6o8u, ON. hwiSa, but not G. hva]>o ; F. 92. Cp. Skr. kvath. 

b^ofof, b^ofian, on. bjorr, ohg. bibar, Lithuan. bebruss, Skr. babhru ; 

F. 211. 
6ofor, OHG. ebur, L. aper; F. 37. 
h^ofon, OS. hebhan, on. hifinn; Schade 377, F. 62. 
s6ofon, OHG. sibun, g. sibun, on. sjau : cp. l-KTa, L. septem ; F. 323. 
g^olu, OHG. gelo, L. helvus ; Schade 296. 
h^or, on. hjorr, g. hairus, os. heru ; F. 66. 
h^orot, OHG. heruz, L. cervus; F. 67. 
sm^oru, ON. smjor, ohg. smero ; F. 356. 
sw^ostor, ON. systir, ohg. swestar, L. soror ; F. 360. 
m^otud, ON. mjotuSr, os. metod, from metan, I. a. ; F. 224. 

Add to these the isolated 

c6oIe, OHG. chela : cp. L. gula, Skr. gala ; F. 44. 

6oten, ON. jotunn, from etan, I. a. ; F. 14. 

g^ond, G. jalns = oe. g^onre, Cura Pastor. 443, ohg. jener. Per- 
haps the English word may be gednd, and from another stem 
than these, else its vowel is quite isolated. The d is peculiar 

to OE. 
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D. — OE. ie is the umlaut of /« and /<? caused by an i orj 
once present in the following syllable. It occurs, therefore, for 
/o in the 2d and 3d pers. pres. ind. sing, of verbs of Class I., as 
i does for e (see II. A. 3) ; e. g. beorgan has biergst, biergt, just 
as seon has sihst, siht. Adjectives with /«, /<?, change the 
vowel to ie in the comparative and superlative in many cases, 
but not regularly. The cases of ie derived from a have been 
given in the Transactions, Vol. XII. p. 79. To the words 
given there I have to add only 

cielfor-lamb, ohg. chilburra, from oe. c^alf, on. kalfr; Schade 487, 

F. 45. The word is, however, obscure, 
hieldan, heldan, hyldan, on. halla, ohg. haldon, os. heldian; F. 71. 

In the preceding, and in all other cases, the spelling ie is 
not regular. We find also forms with e, i, y ; gradually _y be- 
comes the most usual ; but that this spelling cannot have 
rightly represented the universal pronunciation is clear from 
the fact that oe. ie and y develop differently in me. and ne. 

OE. ie is the umlaut of io from og. e, ig. a, in the following 
cases. Various spellings are given in parentheses. 

biergan (60, y), on. bergja : op. oe. beorh ; F. 207. 

fiersn (i, y), g. fairzna, ohg. fersana; F. 188. 

fierst (i, y), on. frest, ohg. frist ; F. 192 ; but Schade 221 considers 

this an / root, og. *fristi-. 
fiergen (i, y), on. fjorgyn, g. fairgunja; F. 188. 
hiell (i, y), on. hjalli : cp. L. ex-cel-sus and KfXo/mi ; F. 70. 
hierde (i, €0, io, y), g. hairdeis, on. hirSir : cp. Lithuan. kerdzus ; 

F. 80. 
ierre (60, y), os. irre, g. alrzjis, L. error ; F. 26. 
siex {€0, i, e), g. saihs, os. sehs, on. sex, L. sex; F. 328. 
smferian, smervian (e, y), on. smyrja, ohg. smirwen : cp. sm6om ; 

F- 357- 
wiersa (i, y), on. verri, g. valrs, ohg. wirs : cp. on. vorr ; F. 296. 
wlercan (e, i, ^o), on. verka, ohg. werchon; F. 292. 
wierfian (y, u, 60), on. virfa : cp. oe. weorp ; F. 290. 

E. — oe. i/ is to be distinguished from ie, though the man- 
uscripts do not mark the difference, and in the later history of 
the language they are often confused, as are /a with ed and /o 
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with ed. The sound 2/ is produced from oe. e (and perhaps 
from i), whatever its origin, by a preceding c, g, or sc. Exam- 
ples of // from OG. a are given in the article on that vowel 
(Transactions, Vol. XII. pp. 78, 79). For og. e we find «/ (to- 
gether with i, y, e) in giefan, gi^tan, I. a. ; giddan, giellan, 
gielpan, I. c. ; and in the following nouns : — 

gi^fa (i, €6), on. gjafi, oho. gebo ; F. 100. From giefan. 

gi^ft (i, y), ON. gipt, OHG. gift; F. 100. From gicifan. 

gi^fu (y, i), ON. gjof, G. giba, OHG. geba; F. 100. From giefan. 

gidd (i, y), ON. gjald, g. gilda-, ohg. gelt ; F. 105. From gi^ldan. 

gi^lp (i, y, e), on. gjalpr, ohg. gelph; F. 105. From gielpan. 

gi^strandaeg (i), ohg. gestoron, g. gistra-, on. gaer; F. 108. 



Section III. 

The OE. /, e, ie, ie, h, ea, (b, ed, in ne. 

A. — OE. i is represented by the sounds f, i, ^, ai, f, and 
perhaps 0, u, and by the letters i, e, ea, ee, ie, u. 

The spelling is largely dependent on the sound. When 
this is ai or j, the spelling is i, except in sieve, and when final, 
-ly, hie, lie ; but cp. /. For the sound ef we find e, while the 
doubtful cases with the sounds u and are spelled ew, except 
hue. Greater irregularity occurs with the sounds / and £?*.• i 
appears as ie in shield, yield, as ea in yeast, as e in these, and 
as ee in weevil and week ; and f has the spelling i in bird, 
mirth, third, e in her, and u in much, run, such. 

I. OE. i has regularly the sound i in ne. The examples 
are : — 



Before mutes : 

gripe, grip, 
lippa, lip. 
scip, ship, 
-scipe, -ship, 
slipor, slippery, 
cribb, crib, 
ribb, rib. 
sipp, gos-sip. 
setwiten (part.), twit, 
bite, bit. 
biten, bitten. 



biter, bitter, 
hwit, whit, 
hit, it. 

sciten (part.), shit, 
sittan, sit. 
sliten (part.), slit, 
smiten, smitten. 
witan, wit. 
gewitt, wit. 
writen, written, 
biddan, bid. 
biden, bidden, 
hider, hither. 



hlid, lid. 
hwiSer, whither, 
to-middes, midst, 
riden, ridden, 
sliden, slid, 
striden, stridden, 
fider, thither, 
widowe, widow, 
bicce, bitch, 
cwic, quick, 
ficol, fickle, 
ficce, fitch, 
gicel, icicle. 
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hwilc, which, 
-lie, -ly. 
liccian, lick, 
pic, pitch, 
prician, prick. 
six (le, eo), six. 
betwix, betwixt, 
f icce, thick, 
wicce, wick. 
twig ? twig. 

Before fricatives ; 

clif, cliff, 
drifen, driven, 
gif, if. 

gifan (ie), give, 
gift (ie), gift 
lifian, live, 
lifer, liver, 
scrift, shrift, 
sife, sieve, 
siftan, sift, 
swift, swift. 
iiSele, fiddle, 
pits, pith. 
smiS, smith, 
wis, with, 
biscop, bishop, 
bliss (blitSs), bliss, 
cristnian, christen, 
disc, dish, 
fisc, fish, 
his, his. 

hwisprian, whisper, 
hwistlian, whistle, 
is, is. 



list, list, 
mis-, mis-, 
missan, miss, 
mist, mist, 
mistelta, mistletoe, 
risen, risen, 
fis, this. 
]7istel, thistle, 
wlisp, lisp, 
wrist, wrist. 

Before / (not r) : 

bill, bill, 
cildru, children, 
filmen, film, 
gildan (ie), gild, 
hilt, hilt, 
scilling, shilling, 
spill, spillan. 
stille, still, 
tilian, till, 
willa, will, 
wilig, willow. 

Before nasals : 
bringan, bring, 
binn, bin. 
cinn, chin, 
clingan, cling, 
cringan, cringe, 
drincan, drink, 
finger, finger, 
finn, fin. 
flint, flint, 
beginnan, begin, 
hring, ring. 



m, m. 
-ling, -ling, 
lind, linden, 
minte, mint, 
scin, shin, 
scrincan, shrink, 
sinder, cinder, 
sincan, sink, 
singan, sing, 
slincan, slink, 
slingan, sling, 
spindel, spindle, 
spinnan, spin, 
springan, spring, 
stingan, sting, 
stincan, stink, 
stintan, stint, 
swingan, swing, 
tinn, tin. 

twinclian, twinkle, 
getwinnan, twins. 
Jjing, thing, 
wincan, wink, 
wind, wind, 
winnan, win. 
windwian, winnow, 
winter, winter, 
wring, ring. 
dimm, dim. 
grimm, grim, 
him, him. 
lim, limb, 
rima, rim. 
swimman, swim, 
timber, timber. 



2. OE. i has the sound i in the following words: scild, 
shield, gildan, yield, gist, yeast, *j)ise, these, wifel, weevil, wicu, 
week. 

The first three owe the peculiar form to the ^ and sc, which 
can change oe. i to ii, though we have frequent cases in i 
where the pronunciation is regular ; e. g. scin, scilling, cildru, 
cinn, gifan, gild. These is a word in which there is much 
confusion in me. Cp. Skeat, Etym. Diet., 637, and Stratmann, 
ME. Dictionary, 587. The last two words are irregular : cp. 
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witan, widowe, cwic, wicce, swift, wiS, willa, wilig, and others 
which show the regular sound after w. 

3. OE. i has the sound e^ in ne. in the following words. In 
every case but one, nether, it is due to the spelling ie (see 
III. C). The words are : gillan,_j/^//, gilpan, jf^^, g\s&,yes, gis- 
trand^g, yesterday, git, yet, gitan, get, nifor nether. 

4. OE. I has the sound at in ne. in the following words : — 



Initial : 


Before Id: 


Before absorbed g 


ic,I. 


cild, child. 


licgan, lie. 


ifig, ivy. 


mild, mild. 


higian, hie. 




wild, wild. 


frigedseg, friday. 


Before h + conso- 
nant : 


Before nd: 

bindan, bind. 


nigon, nine, 
tigel, tile. 


briht, bright. 


blind, blind. 


Other cases : 


cniht, kniglit. 


findan, find. 


scire (.'sclr), shire. 


niiht, miglit. 


grindan, grind. 


Crist, Christ. 


niht, niglit. 


hinde, hind. 


climban, climb. 


pliht, plight. 


hinderna, hindermost. 




riht, right. 


rind, rind. 




siht, sight. 


windan, wind. 





5. OE. t has the sound 0" in the following words : bridd, 
i>lrd, hire, her, sceaphirde (le), shepherd, mirhS, mirth, fridda, 
third, micel, much, rinnan (eornan), run, swilc, such. In the 
first five cases and in run the sound is due to r ; in such, to 
the preceding w. Much is irregular and unexplained. 

6. The following words are also to be noted, though the ne. 
forms may have come from the secondary oe. form eo. There 
are four words with the sound ti, and one with the sound o. 

With the sound u : niwe (neowe), new, cliwe (cleo), clew, 
hiw (heo), hew, Tiwesdaeg (Teowes-), Tuesday. 

With the sound o: siwian (seowian), sew. 

Phonetic Analysis. — The words shield, yield, yeast, yester- 
day, yell, yes, yet, get, yelp, show evidence of the old spelling 
//, (see III. B, C,) and are treated as if spelled with e in OE., 
except yeast. Leaving these aside, / is the regular equivalent 
of OE. i, except as follows : — 

I. In anlaut we have always at; also in monosyllables before 
Id (ex. guild), nd (ex. wind, noun), mb, h, g (ex. twig, which is 
hardly oe. but rather from the Swedish), ht. 
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2. Before r, and after r in run = urn, we have o^ (ex. shire, 
which, however, is rather to be derived from oe. sclr). 

3. After w we have i sometimes, and when the w is ab- 
sorbed, (f (such). Before w, oe. i may become eo, and this 
gives the sound u {new), and when oe. eo changes its accent 
to eo the sound is {sew). 

4. Other irregularities are nether, due perhaps to the dis- 
syllable; Christ, due perhaps to foreign influence; and much. 

B. OE. e in ne. is represented by the sounds i, i, e, ^, ce, a, 
^, f, and by the spellings i, e, ie, ea, a, ai {ay), u. The spell- 
ing depends largely on the sound. The sound ^ is repre- 
sented by e except before r and -ther, where we have ea 
usually, once however ai {lair) and a {mare) ; the usual 
spelling is found also in wether, cp. weather. Other excep- 
tions to the rule are stead, heavy, Thames, tread, wreak. The 
sound e is represented by ai and when final by ay, except in 
thane, break, ache. The sounds i and g' are represented by i, 
except in England, English, and stern. The sound i is spelled 
ea, except in even, fever, mere, and field, wield. The sounds 
(B, a, g, are always represented by a. 

I. OE. e has the sound e" in ne. in the following words : — 

Before mutes : 



pepor, pepper, 
steppan, step, 
ebbian, ebb. 
webb, web. 
betera, better, 
cetel, kettle, 
fetor, fetter, 
lettan, let. 
nett, net. 
netele, nettle, 
settan, set. 
setlian, settle, 
hwettan, whet, 
bedd, bed. 
bedegian, beg. 
stede, stead, 
tredan, tread, 
wedd, wed. 
wedor, weather. 



feccan, fetch, 
hnecca, neck, 
recenian, reckon, 
streccan, stretch, 
wrecan, wreak, 
wrecca, wretch 
ecg, edge, 
hege, hedge, 
leger, lair, 
secg, sedge, 
wecg, wedge. 

Before fricatives ; 

hefig, heavy, 
eft, eft. 
feSer, feather. 
leSer, leather. 
weSer, weather, 
besma, besom, 
best (betst), best. 



cest, chest, 
cresc, cress, 
fresc, fresh. 
gest(as), guest, 
nest, nest, 
rest, rest, 
frescan, thresh, 
west, west. 

Before liquids : 

belle, bell, 
belgan, bellow, 
belg, bellows, belly, 
belt, belt, 
cwellan, quell, 
delfan, delve, 
eldest (I'e), eldest, 
elf (I'e), elf. 
elles, else. 
elm, elm. 



ISO 



B. W. Wells, 



[1885. 



eln, ell. 
fell, fell, 
fellan, fell, 
gelpan (i^), yelp, 
helfa (ie), helve, 
hell, hell, 
helm, helm, 
helpan, help, 
hwelp, whelp, 
meltan, melt, 
seldan, seldom, 
self, self, 
sellan, sell, 
scell, shell, 
scelfe, shelf, 
smeltan, smelt, 
spellan, spell, 
swellan, swell, 
tellan, tell, 
twelf, twelve, 
wel, well, adv. 



well, well, noun. 
welsc, Welsh, 
beran, bear. 
See i. bera, bear. 

berige, berry. 
leger. See mider^. 
mere, mare, 
merg, merry, 
swerian, swear, 
teran, tear, 
werian, wear. 

Before nasals : 

emtig, empty, 
stemn, stem. 
Temese, Thames, 
bene, bench, 
bendan, bend, 
blendan, blend, 
cennan, ken. 



cwencan, quench, 
denn, den. 
drencan, drench, 
ende, end. 
endlufan, eleven, 
fenn, fen. 
frencisc, French, 
henne, hen. 
hrendan, rend. 
•lengtSo, length, 
menn, men. 
pening, penny, 
sendan, send, 
spendan, spend, 
stenc, stench. 
strengSo, strength, 
wencle, wench, 
wendan, wend, 
wenn, wen. 



2. OE. e produces in ne. the sound i in the following 
cases : — 



Before mutes : 
hebban, heave, 
etan, eat. 
mete, meat, 
cnedan, knead, 
gebed, bead, beadle, 
medu, mead, 
hlece, leak, 
sprecan, speak. 

Before fricatives : 
cweSan, bequeathe, 
wesle, weasel. 



efen, even, 
efese, eaves, 
fefer, fever, 
wefan, weave. 

Before liquids : 
erian, ear. 
mere, mere, 
sceran, shear, 
smerian, smear, 
spere, spear. 
wer, weir, 
feld, field. 



melu, meal, 
stelan, steal, 
wela, weal. 

Before nasals : 

cwene, quean, 
wenian, wean. 



3. OE. e is pronounced e in ne. in the following words. All 
but ache and break are before oe. g. 



blegen, blain. 
brecan, break, 
bregdan, braid. 
bregn(a), brain, 
ece, ache, 
eglian, ail. 



lecgan, lay. 
gelegen, lain, 
plegan, play, 
regn, rain, 
secgan, say. 
segel, sail. 



twegen, twain, 
fegn, thane, 
weg, way. 
wegan, weigh. 



4. OE. e has the sound \ in ne. in 
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nebb, nib. cwellan, kill. hlence, link, 

ahreddan, rid. England, England (also «"). sengan, singe, 

spree, sprig. Englisc, English (also ^). fencan, methinks. 

5. OE. e has the sound ce once only : thrash, oe. frescan, 
pronounced also and more regularly in ne. thresh (^). 

6. OE. e has the sound a in ne. in the following words, 
always before r: — 

bere, barley. merran (le), mar. teru (eo), tar. 

bern (bere-asm), barn. mersc (mer-isc), marsh. 

7. OE. e takes the sound ^ in ne. sometimes before w. The 
cases are swelgan, swallow, wesp, wasp. 

8. OE. e takes the sound ^* when in an unaccented final 
syllable, as pe, the, in rapid pronunciation. 

Phonetic Analysis. — When final, we have ^ and f accord- 
ing to the accent ; when initial, the sound is i, except in ache; 
when medial, the sound is e'^, except as mentioned below. 

1. An OE. g, when absorbed into the vowel, gives e in ne. ; 
where the g remains, we have ^, and so too in oe. leger, lair. 

2. Before ne. v, and often, though not regularly, before / 
and r, the sound i is used for ^. The sounds j and i occur 
also before the mutes d, t, k, where we should expect ^. 
Analogy of words with oe. i occasionally produces the sound j' 
in place of ^ before n -\- consonant. The other exceptions 
are wholly isolated. 

C. — OE. ie, «■/, may be treated together ; for though ie is 
regarded as i, and id as e, yet by change of accent, which is 
frequent in all me. diphthongs, the two sounds are often con- 
fused, and in ne. the result is a complete union of the sounds, 
as will appear below. 

I. i6. Before liquids : gferd, yard. 

Before mutes: giadan, yield. gierdel, girdle. 

gi^t.y«- giapan,velp. f'^^^Vf 

gietan,get. gicUan, yell. hierde. herd. 

_ . r- i.- -'ij v.- ij mierran, mar. 

Before fricatives : scield, shield. , _ 

smieran, smear. 
S'^*> '^- 2 jg smiercan, smirk, 

giefan, give. , / " wiersa, worse. 

eieft. eift. hielia, helve. . , 

S'c", gill.. > wiercan, work. 

giese, yes. ieldra, elder, 

gi^st, yeast. wieldan, wield, 

gi^strandseg, yesterday. fierst, first. 
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Phonetic Analysis. — oe. ?'/ corresponds to e in all cases, ex- 
cept if, give, gift, where the forms go back to oe. i. Yeast, 
yield, shield, offer slight irregularities in either case, though 
they have some analogy under both i and e. oe. le produces, 
as a rule, f before r -\- consonant, which is regular. See i, 
III. A, 5 ; but yard, mar, and smear are influenced by anal- 
ogy, and treated like words with e; see III. B, 6, 2. Before 
/+ consonant we have i and ^ according to the analogy of ^; 
see III. B, 2, I. 

D. — OE. /(? is represented in ne. by the sounds j,, i, ^, ce, 
ai, a, 0", 0, o, f ; and g, however, occur only where the oe. 
accent has been changed in me. from eo to e6 : geolca, yolk, 
g^ond, beyond. 

The spelling depends largely on the pronunciation ; i is 
used for the sounds /, ai, regularly, and also for the sound 
(f in birch ; e is used for <?" except in read, heaven, and also 
for o' in swerve, iceberg ; ea is used for i always, often for g' 
(earth, earl, earnest, hearth, learn), and by exception for ^ 
(read, heaven) and a {heart, hearth) ; a is used for (S, a, and <?", 
except heart, sword, and hearth (also pr. f) ; o is used for o 
and g, and sometimes for f {work, worth, world) ; u is used 
for f in bum, burst, churl, spurn. There is reasonable regu- 
larity except in the letters for f, which sound is spelled i, e, 
ea, o, u. 

1. oe. io becomes i, in the following cases : seolfer, silver, 
s6olc, silk, meolc, milk, sw^oster, sister, weoca, wick. 

2. oe. ^0 becomes i in ben^ofan, beneath, s^olh, seal, b^ofer, 
beaver. 

3. OE. /<? becomes ^ in the following : — 

heofon, heaven. seofon, seven. geolwa, yellow. 

leort, let. hweoloc, whelk. geolc, yelk, ««</ yolk (f). 

reord, read. 

4. OE. ^0 becomes <z in beorg, barrow, and perhaps 60m, 
am, though the original spelling of this word is doubtful. 

5. OE. ^0 becomes ai in f^ohtan, fight. 

6. OE. do becomes a in the following words, always be- 
fore r: — 
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beorma, barm. feor, far. steorfan, starve, 

beorcan, bark. heorot, hart. steorra, star, 

ceorfan, carve. heorte, heart. teoru, tar. 

deorc, dark. heortS, hearth. See 9. 

7. OE. /<? becomes <f sometimes after w. There are two 
cases, dweorg, dwarf, sw6ord, sword. 

8. OE. /(? changes its accent to eo, and thus produces in 
geolca, yolk, and ^ in begeond, beyond. 

9. OE. /(? becomes <f usually before r + consonant ; but 
see 6. The cases are : — 

beorc, birch. eorl, earl. speornan (u), spurn, 

beorg, iceberg. eornest, earnest. sweorfan, swerve 

beornan, burn. eorSe, earth. weorc, work, 

beorstan, burst. heorS, hearth. See 6. weorld, world, 

ceorl, churl. leornian, learn. weorS, worth. 

The phonetic analysis of this oe. sound presents many dif- 
ficulties. No difference in nature is apparent between 6 and 
9, and 7 should follow the analogy of 9. The change of ac- 
cent in 8 is observable also in words with ^a, te, ed, //, which 
see, and also in the long diphthongs. 5 shows the usual 
result of absorbed h. 4 is isolated. The distinction between 
I, 2, and 3, causing the difference in treatment, is hard to 
trace. 

E. — OE. M is found in ne. with the sounds i, e, d", ce, a, (f, 
o, ^, f. The spellings are e, ea, a, o, au, aw, ou. The spell- 
ing depends on the sound: /and f are spelled ea; e, ^, cb, 
a, (f, ^, are spelled a, the only exceptions being eight, play, 
belch, laugh, laughter, saw, fought, the last four due to follow- 
ing h in OE., which is absorbed into the vowel sound in ne. 
The sound o is always spelled o. 

There is confusion in me. and ne. between da and ed, as 
between /<? and e6 {III. D). Usually ed is treated as a ; but 
where the oe. has an alternative form with ce, as, for instance, 
cafioT cedf, the ne. is developed from this form ; e. g. chaff, 
slack, shaft. Ed is treated as da in shall, shadow, and in gall, 
chalk, if these should be spelled with ed rather than da, as 
seems probable. In one word only, got, preterite for older 
gat, OE. geat, ed shows an independent, and at the same 
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time anomalous development, due to the analogy of the 
participle. 

1. OE. /« has the sound i exceptionally in b^ard, beard, 
geara, fear. See S and 3 for the regular forms. 

2. OE. /a has the sound e in 

eatha, eight. bealu, ball. sleagen, slain, 

ealu, ale. sc^alu, scale. See F. 2. 

3. OE. /a has the sound ^ in b^alcettan, delck, dear, dare, 
sh6are (fed), share. 

4. OE. /« has the sound ce in 

c^alwa, callow. gealga, gallows. sealwe, sallow, 

eax, axe. hearwe, harrow. spearwa, sparrow, 

eaxl, axle. mealwe, mallow. tealg, tallow, 

ealswa, as. mearg, marrow. w^ax, wax. 

fleax, flax. nearwe, narrow. weaxan, wax. 

fealwe, fallow. sealfian, salve (pr. also a). 

And perhaps iatn, though this appears also as iom, and may 
be long {ea or eo). Add also {^ed == /a) sheal, skall, sceadwe, 
shadow. 

5. OE. /a has the sound a in 

cealf, calf. h^ard, hard. pearruc, park, 

earc, ark. healf, half. sealfian, salve. See 4. 

ears, arse. hearpe, harp. psealm, psalm, 

eart, art. hearm, harm. scearp, sharp, 

earm, arm. hleahan (hliehhan), laugh, spearca, spark, 

geard, yard. hleahtor, laughter. stearc, stark, 

gearn, yarn. mearc, mark. teart, tart. 

6. OE. /a has the sound <?" in 

bealca, balk. heall, hall. sweart, swarthy, 

cealca, chalk. healm, halm. wealcan, walk, 

eall, all. seah, saw. weall, wall, 

feallan, fall. stealcan, stalk. weard, ward, 

fe'aht, fought. steall, stall. wearm, warm, 

gealle, gall. swearmian, swarm. wearnian, warn. 

7. OE. /a has the sound before Id: — 

beald, bold. fealdan, fold. sealde, sold, 

ceald, cold. healdan, hold. tealde, told, 

eald, old. 
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8. OE. /« has the sound (» in 

healt, halt. sealt, salt. wealwian, wallow, 

mealt, malt. swealwe, swallow. ealdorman, alderman. 

9. OE. /a has the sound ^' before m in 6arnian, earn, fearn, ^ 
fern. 

A phonetic analysis shows many difficulties. Before r the 
regular sound is ^ ; before r + consonant, a, which a preced- 
ing w seems sometimes to change to tf". When an oe. w 
or g in the following syllable has produced ow in ne., the e'a 
takes the sound (e. Year, beard, earn, fern, remain however 
to be explained. 

Before / we have o^, but before oe. lu = ne. le we have e. 
Lw, Ig, like rw, give (e, which a preceding w may change to ^. 
The sound before / + consonant is very various ; Id produces 
p ; It gives o ; Int, le, give (f, and when / is absorbed we have 
a. Unexplained are as, belch. An absorbed h ox g gives e. 
OE. hs or X is preceded by the sound (Z. 

F. — OE. (B develops in ne. the sounds i, e, e", ce, a, 0", 0, ^, 
which are spelled e, ei, ea, a, 0. The spelling depends on the 
sound. The sound i is spelled ei and ea (either, least) ; e is 
spelled ai, ay, where a g has been absorbed, otherwise always 
a ; the sound ^ is spelled a before r ; where g is absorbed, ai ; 
elsewhere e ; the sounds ce, a, o, and cf are spelled a ; \% 
spelled o. The spelling is therefore unusually regular, and 
the words have appeared for the most part already in the 
paper on the "a- Vowel " (Transactions, XII. 84, 85). 

1. oe. ^ has the sound /in aeghwaeder, either, laest, least. 
The regular spelling of either would be ai and the sound e ; 
least should be spelled and pronounced a. 

2. OE. ce is pronounced e where a g has been absorbed be- 
fore /, V, z, and sometimes before mutes. It fails to occur in 
said, small, and clover. 

The examples are : — 

Before absorbed ^: mxg3, maid. tsgl, tail. 

d£eg, day. hxgl, hail. brasgn, brain. 

laeg, lay. nsegl, nail. flaegen, flay. 

masg, may. snaegl, snail. mxgn, main. 



156 



B. W. Wells, 



[1885. 



Before oe. s = z: 
haesl, hazel. 

Before oe./= v : 

graef, grave, 
haefn, haven, 
hraefn, raven. 



Exceptionally before 

mutes : 

blaed, blade, 
braec, brake, 
spraec, spake, 
aecer, acre, 
secern, acorn. 



ongasgn, again. Also 

pron. ^ ; see 2. 
fjegn, fain, 
slaegn, slay, 
waegn, wain. 

Before I: 

dael, dale, 
hwsl, whale. 

3. The sound ^ is regular before rand absorbed g-\- r. It 
occurs also in several other cases. 

The examples are : — 

Before r: Before ^r.- 

bser, bare, adj. fegr, fair. 

Exceptionally : 
-naes, Shoebury-ness. 



baer, bare, verb. 
wasr, ware. 



ongjegn, again. 
Also pron. e. 
saegde, said, 
togaedre, together, 
hwjedre, whether, 
wraec, wreck. 



Before mutes : 



4. The sound ce is regular before mutes. It occurs also in 
hath {has, have, had), gather, fathom, and fails to occur in 
blade, brake, spake, wreck, and in watch, water, what. The 
examples are : — 

aedese, adze. 

S3ed, sad. 

scaed (scead), shadow. 

glaed, glad. 

naedre, adder. 

blaedre, bladder. 

jet, at. 

faet, vat. 

gnaett, gnat. 

haett, hat. 

laetre, latter. 



aepl, apple. 

hnaeppian, nap. 

saep, sap. 

waegn, wagon and wain. 

baec, back. 

blaec, black. 

saec, sack. 

slaec, slack. 

faec, thatch. 



sast, sat. 

saeterdEeg, Saturday. 
J)a;t, that. 

Before fricatives : 
haeS, haefde, hath, had. 
aesc, ash. 
aespen, aspen, 
faedm, fathom, 
gaedrian, gather. 



5. OE. (B is pronounced a before r+ consonant and all 
fricatives except ne. v, z. It occurs also in alms, father, but 
fails to occur before fricatives in ash, aspen, fathom, gather, 
hath, together, was, whether, -ness, either, least. The examples 
are : — 



Before fricatives : 

caef (and ceaf), chaff, 
stjef, staff. 



aefter, after, 
craeft, craft, 
scaeft, shaft. 
baeS, bath. 



paetS, path, 
faeder, father. 
hrjetSer, rather, 
pron. <fi. 



Also 
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grEs, grass. Before ^ -|~ <^°iisonaiit : Isolated: 

f ' ° ^ haerf est, harvest. selmern, alms, 

asrce, arch, 
casrt, cart. 



braes, brass, 
fasst, fast, 
maest, mast 



6. OE. (B is pronounced o"^ in smael, small, and waeter, water, 
both unexplained. 

7. OE. ce is pronounced o only in claefre, clover, which is 
unexplained. The word does not occur in me. 

8. The sound (^ may occur after w for the sounds ce and a. 
For example, waecce, watch, hwset, what, wass, was ; but com- 
pare ware, whale, wain, whether, water (2, 3, 6). 

Phonetic Analysis. — The normal development before mutes 
is ce, which occurs 23 times ; we have e initial, and in two 
strong preterites, which may point to the plural forms with ^, 
cp. ate, OE. set, pi. seton ; we find e also in blade, which is irreg- 
ular, cp. glad. Wreck has ^ for the regular ce, perhaps 
owing to the r. Initial w causes the change to g in what 
and watch, and to 0" in water. 

Before fricatives, except v, z, the regular sound is a, but 
there is great irregularity. Either, least, have i ; e" occurs in 
together, whether, perhaps owing to the dissyllable, and in the 
unaccented -ness. ce occurs twice where the oe. mute has 
become a fricative, fathom, gather, and also in Jtath, ash, 
aspen. W causes the o in was. Before vox z, e is used ; clo- 
ver is unexplained. 

Before liquids. L causes the sound e except in alms and 
small ; r produces ^, r -\- consonant, ce. 

Where g is absorbed, the result is e., except in said, again, 
which are usually pronounced with ^, though e is sometimes 
heard. 

Section IV. — NE. Sounds in OE. 

The NE. sounds which are to be considered here are i, ^, 
e, ce. The long sound / is not spoken of here, because it is 
derived in the large majority of cases from oe. long vowels ; 
but e, though a long sound, is treated of, because most of the 
words with this sound are from oe. words with short vowels. 
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A few words in regard to the sound i may however be added 
here. We have already found it used for oe. i in six cases 
(see III. A, 2) ; for e in 2$ cases (see III. B, 2) ; for ie in yeast, 
yield, shield (see III. C) ; for e'o in beneath, seal ; for /« in beard, 
year; for cz in either, least ; and iox y in evil, weird; — in all, for 
short vowels in 39 cases. It is used for I 3 times, for j/ once, 
for ^tf 35 times, for ea 29 times, for e 54 times, and for ce 42 
times, — in all, for long vowels, 164 times. This sound, to- 
gether with d^, o, u, ^, f, If, and the diphthongs ai and au, 
will be treated of in connection with the oe. vowels o, u, y. 
The sound oi occurs only in words of foreign origin. 

A. — NE. i is used for the oe. vowels i, I, y, y, e, e, ce, ea, 
eo, u. The spelling is always / except in been, which is also 
sounded i, in England, English, which are better pronounced 
^, and in busy, women, build, guilt, sieve, -ly. 

1. NE. J is used for i in 138 cases given in III. A, i ; for ^ 
in 9 cases given in III. B, 4; for other sounds as follows : — 

2. NE. i for OE. y. In me. y lost its original sound and was 
treated sometimes as tt, but usually as i, — a change to which 
the sound of the Modern and old Greek v may be compared. 
OE.jf' corresponds to / 38 times, to f 21, to ai 8, and to i and 
^ twice. The following words have i for oe. y : — 

bridge, brycg. inch, ynce. pit, pytt. 

build, byldan. kin, cynn. ridge, hrycg. 

busy, bysig. king, cyning. sill, syll. 

chicken, cycen. kiss, cyssan. sin, synne. 

clip, clyppan. kitchen, cycene. spit, spyttan. 

did, dyde. knit, cnyttan. thrill, Jiyrlian. 

din, dyne. lift, lyftan. thin, }>ynne. 

dint, dynt. list, lystan. think, Jiyncan. 

dip, dyppan. little, lytel. thick, fycce. 

fill, fyllan. midge, mycg. tinder, tynder. 

gild, gyldan. mill, mylen. trim, trymman. 

guilt, gylt. mint, mynet. vixen, fyxen. 

hill, hyll. minster, mynster. 

An examination of the other cases of oe. y will show that 
this is the regular sound except before h, g, where we have 
ai, and before r, where we find f except in bury, weird. The 
exceptions are evil, cluster, bundle, comely, crutch, shuttle, shut. 
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3. NE. ^ for OE. « occurs only once, hup, hip, which is ex- 
ceptional, the regular sound for u before mutes being f. 

4. NE. \ is used for i, y, e, a, ea, So, as stated in detail in my 
article on the " Development of oe. Long Vowels," in Anglia, 
VII. 203. I give here the ne. words only. For t, in ditch, 
fifty, linen, rich, stiff, stirrup, width, wisdom, women. For 
y, in filth, fist, hid, kith, wish. For e, in breech, chill, cripple. 
For ea, in garlic, rick, nickname. For eo, in been (also pro- 
nounced i), hip-rose, sick. For a, in riddle, silly. 

We have then this sound used 177 times for oe. short 
vowels and 24 times for long vowels, nearly always before 
double consonants or in dissyllables. 

B. — The sound e is used in ne. for oe. e, e, /a, ea, ed, ea, ce, 
a, a, a. The spelling is a, except break, great. Where h or g 
is absorbed, the spelling is ai, except eight, thane, neigh, weigh 
{weight), whey. When final, ay is used for a except in yea. 

1. The use of ne. e for oe. e, 17 cases, is treated in III. B, 
3 ; for /(?, 5 cases, see III. E, 2 ; for ed, 51 cases, see Trans- 
actions, XII. 81 ; for cB, 27 cases, see III. F, 2 ; for y, in 
weird, oe. wyrd. In all, for short vowels in loi cases. 

2. The use of ne. e for e, ea, ed, a, a, is given in detail in 
Anglia, VII. 203 ff. I give here the ne. words only. For e, 
hay ; for ea, great, neighbor ; for ed, d, yea, hale ; for <f, ate, 
clay, gray, lady, neigh, whey. In all, for long vowels in 13 
cases. 

C. — NE. d' is used for oe. /, //, le, e, e, ^0, eo, ia, ea, ce, <?, a, 
ed, o, o, y. The spelling is regularly e, for which, however, ea 
occurs in many words, without regard to the oe. sound ; these 
are, bear, bear, bread, breadth, breath, breast, cleanse, dead, deaf, 
death, dread, feather, head, heaven, heavy, health, lead, leather, 
read, stead, sweat, tear, thread, threat, tread, weapon, wear, 
weather, wreak. The final consonants are, d 9 times, but cp. 
bed, red; t twice, c once,/ once, th twice, r 4 times, double 
consonants or a syllable 10 times, but in no case regularly. Iso- 
lated irregularities are any, m^ny, Thames, friend, heifer, guest. 
The u in guest, however, can hardly be considered a vowel. 

Where g is absorbed, the spelling is ai. 
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Before r, a takes the place of oe. a, ^a, ce ; but for oe. e we 
have ea, and for S, e (except hair) ; merry, oe. merg, owes its 
e to the dissyllable ; bury is irregular and isolated. 

There are in all 198 cases ; 147 are spelled with e, 29 with 
ea, 13 with a, 5 with ai, and one each with ei, ie, u, ue. 

1. In NE. the sound e* is used for oe. i, ii, 7 cases (see III. 
A, 3) ; for e, 1 14 cases (see III. B, i) ; for /<?, 7 cases (III. D, 3); 
for ^a, 3 cases (III. E, 3) ; for ce, 10 cases (III. F, 3) ; for a, 6 
cases (Transactions, XII. 81) ; for ^ in welkin, oe. wolcnu ; for 
y in bury, oe. bebyrgan, ^^i^^i/, oe. flycge. In all, 150 times 
for short vowels. 

2. The sound ef is used for the long vowels e, eo, ea, ed, ^, 
o, as shown in detail in Anglia, VII. 203 ff. Here only the 
NE. words are given. For oe. e {te) : bled, bred, brethren, bless, 
beckon, depth, fed, felt, friend, kept, let, met, Jiext, reck, ten, theft, 
twenty, wept, — 18. For oe. eo : breast, devil, held, shed, 
swept, {weft, left, are to be regarded as from wefan, hleafan,) — 
5. For oe. ea: bereft, bread, dead, deaf, death, head, heifer, 
lead, left, red, shred, threat, — 11. For oe. a : breath, hreadth, 
dread, ere, hair, there, thread, were, where, wren., wrest, — li. 
For OE. ed, in shed, shepherd, — 2. For oe. 0, in Wednesday. 
In all, 48 times for long vowels. 

D. — In NE. the sound cz is used for oe. e, e, /<?, ia, ea, ed, ce, 
<?, a, d, and occurs in 105 cases, always with the spelling a. 
A list of these is found in the " ^-Vowel," Transactions, XII. 
81, 84. See also Anglia, VII. 203 ff. 

1. The sound (g is used for oe. e in thrash, oe. ferscan ; for 
/<? in barrow, oe. beorg ; for ea in 18 words (see III. E, 4) ; 
for ed twice (see III. E, 4) ; for cs 29 times (see III. F, 4) ; for 
a 47 times (see Transactions, XII. 81). In all, for short 
vowels 96 times. 

2. The sound ^ is used for oe. e in bramble, bremel ; for ea 
in chapman, ceapmann, chaffer, ceapfaru ; for ^ in clad, ge- 
cl^'Sed, ia.\.,f^tt, ladder, hinder, spat, sprite ; for a in hallow, 
hdlgian, clammy, from cldm, or perhaps oe. *cl^mig, though 
this does not occur. In all, 9 times for long vowels. 
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Section V. — NE. Letters in OE. 

The NE. letters that fall within the scope of this study are 
/, e,y, and the gemminatives and diphthongs ai, ay, ea, ee, ei, 
ey, ew, ie, ye. The ne. signs not considered here are a, which 
has been already treated ; o, u, au, aw, oa, oe, oo, ou, ne, td, 
which will be more properly spoken of in connection with the 
sounds which they represent; and the following, which occur 
only in words of French origin : tew, ten, eo (oe. only in yeo- 
man), eu, eait, ao, oi, oy, uoy. In all there are 32, of which 9 
are French only, 10 belong to the consideration of the dark 
vowel sounds, one is already treated, and 12 are to be treated 
here. 

A. — The letter i in ne. has two sounds, i and ai. The 
cases of its use for j, 193, may be found in IV. A. It is used 
for ai in 26 cases where the oe. vowel is i (see III. A, 3), and 
also for other oe. vowels as follows : for oe. j/, in bight, flight, 
kind, mind, wright. For oe. /<?, in fight. For oe. f, in alight, 
arise, bide, bite, blithe, bridle, chide, drive, file, five, glide, gripe, 
ice, idle, Ireland, iron, knife, life, like, lime, lithe, mile, mine, 
pine, ride, rime, ripe, shine, shrine, shrive, side, sigh, slide, slime, 
smite, stile, strike, swine, tide, time, twine, thine, while, whine, 
white, wide, wife, wile, wine, wire, wise, write, writhe, — 53. 
For oe. y, in bride, defile, dive, fire, hide, hide, hire, -hithe, kine, 
lice, mice, pride, why, — 13. For oe. le, in island, light, — 2. 
For oe. eo, in light, thigh, — 2. 

This letter with the sound i is used for long oe. vowels 22 
times, and for short oe. vowels 171 times; with the sound ai 
it is used for long oe. vowels 70 times, and for short oe. vow- 
els 32 times. In all, 92 times for long vowels, 203 for short 
vowels. 

B. — The letter e in ne. has the sounds i, e^, f, and is used 
for OE. i, e, /«, /o, ie, ie, cb, a, 0, y, i, e, ea, ea, eo, le, <^. 

I. NE. e has the sound i in the following 12 words ; these, 
however, are always exceptional spellings. The cases are 
given here with the oe. vowel in parentheses before the word : 
(?) these, (y) evil, (e) even, mere, {e) eke, he, me, we, ye, (a) even, 
{fid) be, she. 

II 
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2. NE. e has the sound f in the following 10 words, but is 
never used regularly for this sound. The cases are : (j) her, 
(/«) shepherd, (e) the, also pronounced with e!^, (/a) fern, {e'o) 
iceberg, swerve, (y) stem, kernel, (S) erst, were, also pro- 
nounced ^. 

3. The regular use of e is for the sound ^. Its use for 
this sound has been fully treated in IV. C. The sound is 
used in 198 words, and is spelled e in 147 of them. Ea occurs 
29 times ; a, 13 ; ai, 5 ; ei, ie, u, tie, once each. 

E occurs then in 169 words, — 125 times for short vowels, 
44 times for long vowels. 

C. — The letter y in ne. has the sounds i and ai. It is used 
for / at the end of words, rarely elsewhere. It has the sound 
i in -y, OE. -ig, and -ly, OE. -lie, ivy, oe. ifig, and busy, oe. bysig, 
all unaccented syllables ; and the sound ai in {!) by, my, thy, 
dyke, rhyme, (y) dry, {y) sky, why, {eo) fly {vQxh and noun), shy. 
It is not regular even here, however, for we often ^ndye and 
ie in its place. See Anglia, VII. 204, 205, 209. 

D. — The letters ai and ay are medial and final forms of 
the same sign, and may be treated together. They have the 
sounds e, A and in French words ai, and correspond to oe. 
^ and to OE. eg, ceg, yg, eg, ag, yg, and perhaps ea. 

With the sound e: for oe. ceg, in brain, diy, fain, flay, hail, 
lay, maid, may, main, nail, slay, slain, snail, tail, wain ; for 
OE. eg, in ail, again, blain, braid, lain, lay, play, rain, sail, say, 
twain, way ; for oe. eg, in hay ; for oe. ag, in clay, gray. If we 
regard 7?^^, slay, as from oe. flean, slean, rather than from the 
participles, which is more regular phonetically, we shall have 
two cases of ay for oe. ea. 

With the sound ^: for oe. ag, mfair, said, stair; for oe. 
eg, in lair and one pronunciation of again ; for oe. a, in hair, 
which is the only case where ai does not indicate that an oe. g 
has been absorbed into the vowel. 

E. — The letters ei and ey are medial and final forms of the 
same sign, and occur with the sounds, /, e, e^, ai, correspond- 
ing to OE. e, ea, ce, y, ag, ea. 

I . Ei has the sound i only in either, seghwseder, weir, wer, 
weird, wyrd, and key, csege. 
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2. Ei is pronounced e in weigh, wegen, eight, ^ahta, neigh, 
hnagan, whey, hw&g, neighbor, neahgebur. The regular 
spelling for this is ai, ay ; see V. D. 

3. Ei is pronounced ^ in heifer, heafore. 

4. Ei is pronounced ai in height, heahtJu, and either (see i). 
F. — The digraph ea has in ne. the sounds i, e, ^, a, f, and 

corresponds to the oe. sounds ie, i/, e, ea, /o, (^,f, i, ie, e, eo, 
ea, ea, a. 

1. With the sound i it occurs for oe. cs in least ; for oe. i or 
//, 'v<\ yeast ; for I, in sneak (.'); for te, in reap, hear, dream ; for 
/<2, in beard and year ; for /<?, in beneath, seal, beaver ; for ^, 
regularly, except field, fever, even, mere, wield (see III. B, 2) ; 
for #, in weary ; for #«, regularly, except cheek, leek, reek, steep 
(see Anglia, VII. 207) ; for eo, in beat, cleave, dear, dreary ; for 
y, in beadle, bydel. 

2. With the sound e the digraph ^« is used, as stated in 
IV. B, in break, great, yea, oe. brecan, great, gea. 

3. With the sound e^, ne. ea occurs exceptionally, yet not 
infrequently, as stated in IV. C. There are 29 cases. For 
OE. e, bear, bear, feather, leather, heavy, tear, tread, weather, 
wreak, swear, wear. For do, heaven, read. For ^, breadth, 
breath, dread, cleanse, health, sweat, thread, weapon. For ea, 
bread, dead, death, deaf, head, lead, threat. For eo, breast. 

4. With the sound a in hearth, heorS, heart, heorte, hearken, 
hiercnian. 

5. With the sound f, earn, ^arnian, earl, iox\, earnest, dor- 
nest, earth, dortSe, hearth, heorS (also pronounced a, see 4), 
learn, \6ornian, yearn, g^ornian, heard, hierde, dearth, dier8. 

G. — The gemination ee is always pronounced ^ except in 
one pronunciation of been (j), beon, and breeches {i), brec. 
Other spelHngs of this sound already noted are ^andm; ie 
and eo also occur. The oe. sounds which produce ee in ne. are 
i, in week, weevil ; t, in sheer ? on. skSr ; e, te, in beech, beetle, 
bleed, breech, breed, creed, deem, feed, feel, feet, heed, heel, fleece, 
gleed, green, greet, keen, keep, meed, meet, need, queen, seek, seem, 
sheen, sheet, sleeve, speech, steed, steel, steer, steeple, sweet, teem, 
-teen, thee, teeth, ween, weep (for details, see Anglia, VII. 205) ; 
ea, in cheek, leek, reek, steep ; S, in cheese, deed, eel, greedy, leech. 
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needle, seed, sleep, speech, street, sweep, weeds (see Anglia, VII. 
210) ; ea, in sheep ; eo, in bee, been (also ^'), beer, between, creep, 
deer, deep, fee, flee, fleece, fleet, free, freeze, glee, keel, knee, lee, leer, 
need, reed, see, seethe, tree, three, weed, wheel (see also Anglia, 
VII. 208). 

Ee for /, I, is exceptional ; for the other long vowels it is 
most frequently used for e and eo, 63 cases, against 22 of other 
vowels. For ea, ea, &, it is used 17 times, against 55 cases of 
other vowels. 

H. — The digraph ew occurs in ne. at the end of words 
with the sound u, sometimes preceded by a palatal semivowel ; 
e. g. new is pronounced njii. It occurs for the oe. diphthongs 
eaw, eow, aw, and for efe in a contraction. The cases are as 
follows: for sw, in lewd, mew ; for eaw, in dew, few, flew, hew, 
shrew, stew, strew, threw; for eow, in chew, clew, crew, blew, 
brew, ewe, grew, knew, new, spew, steward, yew ; for efe, in newt, 
OE. efete ; see Anglia, VII. 207, 208, 210. 

In one case only has ew a different pronunciation, sew, oe. 
seowjan. 

I. — The digraphs ie and ye are identical in their use, ye 
being used only as final, and there but rarely. Ie has four 
sounds in ne., i, i, ai, e . It takes the place of oe. /, Ie, e,yg, 
ie, eo, u, teg. Ye is always pronounced ai, and stands for eo, 
yg, eag, Ig, and y. 

1. Ie has the sound i in the following words : for oe. /, i^, 
shield, yield ; for oe. I, mie ; for oe. e, field, wield ; for OE. le, 
believe, biestings ; for OE. m, bier ; for eo, flend, lief, priest, 
thief. 

2. Ie has the sound ^ in sieve, oe. sife. 

3. Ie has the sound ^ in friend, oe. freond. 

4. Ie and ye have the sound ai in the following words : 
for OE. ig, hie, lie ; for oe. ^_^, lie, rye ; for oe. leg, tie, n., tie, 
verb ; for oe. eag, dye ; for oe. eog, lie, and also in good bye, 
OE. God beo mid eow ; Shakespeare, God buy you. For oe. 
tg in stye : and for oe. y in the obsolete kye, oe. cy. 



